
The Story

The Parish Council have identified an opportunity to explore renewable energy systems in the Thwing and Octon Parish to benefit residents. The Parish 
Council owns some land parcels that could be used to site renewable energy systems – initially solar PV and wind turbines, and recently undertook a 
community plan process in which they received strong community support for the idea. 
The Parish Council would also like to assess the potential for a local solar scheme on household rooftops, potentially through a community owned 
scheme, or other suitable delivery mechanism. In addition to these larger scale opportunities, the Parish Council is responsible for street lighting in the 
parish and would like to explore how to reduce the cost of these systems – potentially through combined solar and/or wind powered lighting with high 
efficiency LED lamps. 

Key Figures

Project size:
Tech type

FEASIBILITY STUDY 

RCEF grant £39,920

Further Notes

LEP area: BEIS funded Rural Community Energy 
Fund (RCEF) which is managed by the North 
East Yorkshire and Humber Energy Hub and 
administered by Tees Valley Combined 
Authority.

Link for further info: 
http://thwing-octonpc.co.uk/renewable-
energy.aspx

Renewable Energy Feasibility Study
Thwing and Octon

Parish Council

Challenges & Risks

The results of the renewable energy feasibility study provide evidence of the difficulties of decarbonising for rural off-gas grid communities like Thwing 
and Octon Parish Council and that more support is needed from government and policy. 
The financial feasibility of these technologies and scenario will depend on the community’s will to participate and the use of their own buildings. 
Covid-19 has massively impacted the timeline of the project and the planned engagement activities. The kick-off meeting happened two weeks before 
the first lockdown in England and most of the planned following activities were postponed and restricted community  engagement. 

Key Facts

Centralised 
Options: 

Solar PV plants and district 
heating networks. Wind energy 
was considered and ruled out 
due to planning restrictions in the 
area. (Note that the Wolds has 
applied for registration as an 
Area of Outstanding National 
Beauty).

Individual 
Options:

Rooftop solar PV panels, solar 
thermal panels and heat pumps.

Street 
Lighting: 

We aim to have self-sufficient 
light poles, with integrated PV 
panels and LED lamps.

Lessons Learned

The importance of community engagement and the difficulties of this during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Any future projects like this to budget for a Project Manager to oversee and direct.
Currently, there are no financial incentives available for power generation technologies. 

RCEF Stage: 1

http://thwing-octonpc.co.uk/renewable-energy.aspx

	Slide 1

