A Review of
Community
Energy
Fortnight 2018

How the community energy sector got together for the sixth year to
celebrate the energised communities who are generating and
saving energy, fighting fuel poverty, improving their local
environment, reducing carbon emissions and transforming the
energy system during a fortnight in 2018.

Energised Communities in 2018

23 June - 8 July 2018

In association with

enerqy

Part of The Midcounties Co-operative

162 events took place in England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales & across Europe

Summer vibes

2018 saw the largest, most diverse Community Energy
Fortnight to date. It was inspiring to see such a huge response
to CEF18. A record-breaking number of events was organised,
with European partners also getting involved. Several
celebrations took place in the weeks leading up to and
following the Fortnight and, in the name of inclusion, were
still listed as part of CEF18. Is this a case of too many events
to take place in a single fortnight?

By organising events and showcasing the benefits of
community energy, we are igniting an energy revolution
which places communities at its heart and strives for a clean,
fair and affordable energy system for all. The events might
have been diverse, but our message was united: when people
come together to tackle energy issues, a multitude of
charitable and sustainable development objectives can be
achieved.

Collaboration with The Climate Coalition

For the second time in 2018, the UK Community Energy
Coalition combined forces with The Climate Coalition’s Speak
Up Week of Action, in the first week of July. This partnership
resulted in a distinctly louder voice and more community
groups engaging in lobbying activities, getting their MPs
thinking about climate change and energy policy as well as
encouraging them to sign a cross-party letter to back a UK net
zero emissions target ahead of 2050.
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https://www.ukcec.org/events/community-fortnight-2018
https://www.ukcec.org/events/community-fortnight-2018
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=18DPG3bkBdvJ4L3hYcF_5MdDXsX5u8Ujp&ll=54.26591080844832%2C-3.60776890312502&z=6
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/speakupweek/
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/speakupweek/

A flavour of some of the events organised
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Types of events

Conferences

A number of high caliber conferences took place during
CEF18, which was officially launched at the 2018 Community
Energy Conference - jointly hosted by Co-op Energy and
Community Energy England and sponsored by Electricity
North West and Tyndall Centre. It was quite a day, with an
eclectic mix of 200+ delegates and speakers provoking debate
and learning from each other. Despite unexpected policy and
support changes, there is a sense of optimism over the future
as communities are exploring new models and technologies.

Open Days & Tours

Community Energy projects opened their doors to the public
across the country. Communities were given the opportunity
to learn how projects were developed, meet the people
driving forward energy projects in their local areas and find
out about different ways to support projects, such as through
volunteering or investing.

Workshops

With the energy system going through a rapid transformation,
it is important for community energy groups to be able to
learn from and share experiences with organisations from
across the public and private sectors. Many workshops were
organised by Distribution Network Operators and other
organisations at the forefront of change to keep community
groups up to speed with developments and to ask
communities to feed into their plans.

Social events

People are at the heart of the community energy movement.
Social events allow investors, volunteers, members, activists
and stakeholders to share ideas, get updates on progress and
form relationships with their community. The energy sector
will be democratised through these grassroot food and
beverage fuelled meeting of minds happening across the
country.

Online events

Online events allow organisers to get their message to a wider
audience. Podcasts and webinars were used as mediums
which allowed for participation or passive learning for a
variety of energy-related subject matters.



https://communityenergyengland.org/pages/community-energy-conference-2018/*
https://communityenergyengland.org/pages/community-energy-conference-2018/*
https://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/
https://communityenergyengland.org/
https://www.enwl.co.uk/
https://www.enwl.co.uk/
http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/

Insights from the Twittersphere
#CEConfl8 #CEF18 #energisedcommunities

Co-op Energy
@CoopEnergy
"Our commitment to the [community energy]
sector is as strong as ever." ~ Hector Cruz,
CFO, @CoopEnergy
#CEConf18

Hector Cruz
CFO, Co-0p Energy
#CEConf18
10:18 AM - 23 Jun 2018
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ElectricityNorthWest @
@ElectricityNwW

More than half of Brits don't know how they
can play a role in the UK's energy
mfrastructure Do you? If not,

is the
perfect time to find out! -

6:05 PM - 5 Jul 2018

& e :
@UKParlEducation are visiting the superb
@plymenergycom to deliver a workshop
today at @PlymAthenaeum - sorry | can't be
there. Political education is a vital part of
maintaining a healthy democracy #Plymouth

443 am -3 Jul 2018
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During #CEF18, we're sharing the case studies
of community projects supported by
#TeamPowergrid in the last few years. Read
about Leeds Community Energy on our
website: ow.ly/koxN30kGGnh @CEFortnight
@Comm’nrg
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We'll be at this tomorrow. Come and ask if we
can spot any energy and money savings that
could be had for your household,whatever
the circumstances.Or how you could reduce
your carbon footprint,or which is better
CFL/LEDs! #CommunityEnergy #CEF18
#cef2018 lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/event ...
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On the launch day of Community Energy
Fortnight, the Guardian has released this
article on the role #communityenergy can

play in reducing energy bills bit.ly/2KfV\Wul
#CEF18 #CEConf18 #EnergisedCommunities

=
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Green energy feels the heat as subsidies go to fossil fuels

Community projects can slash household bills but the sector has ground to 2 halt in

Britain - in contrast with schemes in Europe

theguardian.com

6:24 AM - 23 Jun 2018
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"Elaine Marsh, a retired NHS secretary living
in one of the properties with PV and a
battery, used to pay £350 a year for her
electricity, but now her annual b||| is only

£185”% 2HSW30kC

ofgem

GUEST BLOG: How
communities are
shaping the future of

Emma Bridge
Chief Executive, Community
Energy England

2:44PM -5 Jul 2018
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Energised Communities, this years theme of

Community Energy Fortnlght showcasmg

|nspmng examples of #energy #co ies
nminrg is looking for event organlsers

to make 2018 a dlverse and dlstmctly louder

celebratlon of “ommunityenergy!

23 June - 8 July 2018
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Wow what a line up! % looks set to

be an amazing day...great work

Community Energy Conference 2018

Community Energy England and Co-op Energy are once again teaming up to deliver
the country’s largest and most thought-provoking community energy conference of
evenibite.co.uk

0 15 Jun 2018
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Our Chair & CEO of N,

heen_R alongwnh eonieGreent

of hesolartrade (& #CEawards18 judge!)
were on @Channel4News last night (at 24.30
mins) discussing #con lityenergy &

energy policy.

UK PowerNetworksNews
=527 @UKPNnews

We've certalnly enJoyed Community Energy
Fortnight #CEF18 particularly the chance to
get out and meet and speak to some of the
fantastic v groups around
the country. Find out more about our new
partnership with @Com » on our
website )

4:21PM - 6Jul 2018

1Retweet TLlkes (@) e 3N 0 P D =
2 Community Energy LON, CESouth and CE Fortnight

o a1 Q7 =)



Insights from the Media & Policy Worlds

Media Mentions

The Community Energy Conference, State of the Sector
Report and the CEF18 were mentioned in several national
and local papers and magazines.

Bdaily

BusinessUpNorth
Camden New Journal

Ham & High Express

Impact4All
New Power

Citizens UK Solar Power Portal

Co-op News

Cumbria Crack

Energy World

Financial Times

GreenhousePR

Guardian

News

21 June Research from Electricity North West revealed
that 70% of British consumers believe they
have a role to play in the UK’s energy
infrastructure, with 59% interested in learning
more and engaging with community energy.

22 June Coop Energy polling showed that 71% of
Britons support community renewable energy
projects, with 79% also supporting the idea that
the government should do more to help
communities generate their own energy.

23 June The second State of the Community Energy
Report, launched at the Community Energy
Conference, found 228 active community
energy organisations, owning 168 MW of
electricity generation capacity and saving over
71,650 tCO2e.

Electricity North West launched their new
Community and Local Energy Strategy.

23 June Three out of five Distribution Network
Operators attended the Community Energy
Conference. DNOs are keen to collaborate and
engage with communities in the transition to
Distribution System Operator. It was positive to
see more DNOs in attendance.

27 June  EU institutions agreed upon a new Renewable

Energy Directive which includes a strengthened
binding target of 32% renewable energy by
2030 and strong definitions of self-
consumption& renewable energy communities.

Blogs

A variety of insightful and thought-provoking blogs were
written by a mix of UKCEC members, social funders, umbrella
groups and grass roots community energy groups.

Colin Baines - Friends Provident

Emma Bridge - Community Energy England

Dan Curtis - Brighton & Hove Energy Services Co-operative

Laura D’Henin - Hope For The Future

Ethex
Jodie Giles - Regen

Cara Jenkinson - Ashden

Colin Nolden - Community Energy South

Harriet Sansom - Centre for Sustainable Energy

Nadia Smith - Communities for Renewables

30 June

2 July

3 July

4 July

6 July

Solar energy briefly became the UK’s number one
power source, overtaking gas for the first time.

Northern Powergrid released some great case
studies throughout CEF18 to highlight how it has
been supporting community projects.

Fal Energy Partnership opened a Crowdfunder
campaign during CEF18 to install solar PV on the
Dracaena Community Centre in Falmouth. Help
them reach their goal!

Community Power Cornwall acquired West
Country Renewables, bringing five solar arrays
totalling 500kW and three 11kW wind turbines
into community ownership.

UKSSD released a landmark report revealing how
the UK is measuring up to the Sustainable
Development Goals. Community energy has a
strong role in the achievement of the SDGS,
especially Goal 7.

Western Power distribution and Regen released a
series of animations aimed at communities during
CEF18, that describe innovative ways of
connecting, supplying, managing and storing
energy on the electricity network.

UK Power Networks announced plans to become
the first DNO to run a consultation in partnership
with Community Energy England to understand
more about the regional needs and aspirations of
community groups and to help them unlock the
value of flexibility markets.


https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2018/06/28/north-west-consumers-demand-a-leading-role-in-britains-energy-infrastructure
https://www.businessupnorth.co.uk/northern-consumers-demand-leading-role-britains-energy-infrastructure/
http://camdennewjournal.com/article/this-is-community-energy-fortnight-find-out-more-on-greening-up-london
http://www.citizensuk.org/community_energy_a_new_frontier_for_community_organising
https://www.thenews.coop/129676/sector/energy/80-brits-want-state-support-local-green-community-energy/
https://www.thenews.coop/129676/sector/energy/80-brits-want-state-support-local-green-community-energy/
https://www.cumbriacrack.com/2018/06/21/carlisle-residents-demand-a-leading-role-in-britains-energy-infrastructure/
https://knowledge.energyinst.org/search/record?id=109962
https://www.ft.com/content/c283a8a0-5f5e-11e8-9334-2218e7146b04
https://www.greenhousepr.co.uk/emma-bridge-community-energy/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/23/green-energy-subsidies-community-projects-fossil-fuels
https://www.ukcec.org/energy-system-flux-let%E2%80%99s-ready-ourselves-community-takeover
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/news-blog/our-blog/guest-blog-how-communities-are-shaping-future-energy
https://www.ukcec.org/what-next-community-energy-post-fit-world
https://www.ukcec.org/meet-your-mp-about-community-energy-community-energy-fortnight
https://www.ukcec.org/new-generation-investors-are-using-their-money-drive-change
https://www.ukcec.org/people-power-and-happiness
https://www.ukcec.org/getting-community-energy-involved-local-enterprise-partnerships
https://www.ukcec.org/community-energy-forefront-disruptive-change-energy-sector-0
https://www.ukcec.org/we-can-do-more-foster-community-energy-low-income-communities
https://www.ukcec.org/celebrating-strong-year-energised-communities-cfr
https://www.enwl.co.uk/about-us/news/latest-news-and-views/2018/consumers-demand-a-leading-role-in-britains-energy-infrastructure/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/02/uk-heatwave-helps-solar-power-to-record-weekly-highs
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/02/uk-heatwave-helps-solar-power-to-record-weekly-highs
http://hub.communityenergyengland.org/resources/resource/274/northern-powergrid-community-energy-case-studies/
http://hub.communityenergyengland.org/resources/resource/274/northern-powergrid-community-energy-case-studies/
https://www.thenews.coop/129676/sector/energy/80-brits-want-state-support-local-green-community-energy/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/solar-for-dracaena
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/solar-for-dracaena
https://communityenergyengland.org/pages/state-of-the-sector-report-2018/
https://communityenergyengland.org/pages/state-of-the-sector-report-2018/
https://www.enwl.co.uk/globalassets/community-and-local-energy/documents/enwl-community-and-local-energy-strategy.pdf
https://communityenergyengland.org/news/community-power-cornwall-acquires-west-country-renewables
https://communityenergyengland.org/news/community-power-cornwall-acquires-west-country-renewables
https://www.ukssd.co.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=687b2534-5a1f-42f8-a6a8-0f85b8e56d7a
https://www.ukssd.co.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=d14351be-9d0d-4085-b0e1-12019369f810
http://hub.communityenergyengland.org/resources/resource/272/regen-wpd-animation-series/
https://www.rescoop.eu/blog/a-new-day-for-community-energy-in-europe?categoryId=39507
https://www.rescoop.eu/blog/a-new-day-for-community-energy-in-europe?categoryId=39507
https://communityenergyengland.org/news/uk-power-networks-offer-its-support-to-community-energy-groups
http://www.hamhigh.co.uk/letters-contributions-and-comments-sent-in-from-ham-high-readers-this-week-1-5580811
https://impact4all.org/matchmaking-community-players-for-a-democratic-energy-future/
https://www.newpower.info/2018/06/community-energy-a-vital-influencer-for-a-new-energy-industry-with-distributed-generation-and-evs/
https://www.solarpowerportal.co.uk/news/community_energy_decline_continues_with_just_one_new_company_in_2017
https://www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk/news-features/142/community-news/119814/get-involved-with-community-energy-fortnight
https://utilityweek.co.uk/community-energy-model-question/

Community Energy Fortnight 2019

Following the success of CEF18, we are keen to get dates in
the calendar for 2019. The successful collaboration with The
Climate Coalition, the inclusion of wider climate change-
related events as well as European celebrations allow for
more participation and awareness raising activities which can
help to normalise the idea of community energy for future
generations.

The challenge now is...

e how to improve on 2018?

e how to increase our voice?

e how to build more partnerships?

e how to keep communities energised?

Awel Co-op Community Wind Farm. Photo credit: Awel Aman Tawe

Let us know, so CEF can grow!

The Community Energy Coalition

Owning, generating and saving energy together for the benefit of all

UKCEC Contact Us

Energy is such a vital part of our lives, and yet we have Phone: 01143122248
next to no say in how it is generated, how much it costs Email:  communityenergyfortnight@gmail.com
us or where it comes from. But it does not have to be Web:  www.ukcec.org

that way. Twitter: www.twitter.com/CEFortnight
www.twitter.com/Comm1nrg
From the Scottish Highlands to the Devonshire shores, www.twitter.com/UKCEC

people across the breadth of Britain are already coming
together to change the way we think about the energy Co-op Energy

system and their relationship with it. The Community Energy Conference and Community

Energy Fortnight are made possible with the generous
support of Co-op Energy, an energy supplier that puts
values before profits. Their two passions are energy and
the community, making them the perfect partner for the
UKCEC.

The Community Energy Coalition is a group of 41
trusted and influential civic society organisations and
sustainable energy experts, working to help enable
communities take control of their energy. Explore the
site to find out more about who we are.

Community Energy Fortnight is managed by

energy Egg,%?y?unity Community Energy England on behalf of the
England Community Energy Coalition and sponsored by

Co-op Energy.



